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GLORIA SEROBE    • Welcome (5 MINS) 

 

  

• Good morning, everyone! Welcome and thank you for joining us for the first quarterly 

Solidarity Fund media briefing of 2022.  

  

• The purpose of today’s briefing is two-fold. Firstly, it is to announce that the Solidarity 

Fund, whose mandate was intently focused on rapid-response to the COVID-19 

pandemic – will be closing in September 2022 following a resolution taken by the 

board on 25 February.   

 

• If you recall, the Fund was established with a very specific and limited mandate and 

was never intended to be a long-term solution, but rather an urgent, interim, impactful 

and significant intervention in augmenting government’s response to the unfolding 

crisis.  

 

• We believe that we have fulfilled that mandate. Our funds are effectively fully 

allocated or disbursed and no further fundraising, active or passive, will take place. 

We will also not be considering any new funding requests effective immediately. 

 

• Secondly, the CEO will provide an update on the activities of the Fund in the six 

months to March 2022.  

 

• I must remind everyone that COVID-19 is still a threat. I can’t emphasise enough the 

importance of continuing to adhere to non-pharmaceutical interventions, getting 

vaccinated and boosted.  

 

• Though COVID remains, the nature of the pandemic has changed, in large part, 

thanks to the vaccine roll-out. South Africa, and the world, are out of the crisis phase 

of COVID, and entering a stage where the approach to COVID needs to be 

normalised and managed alongside many diseases in society. Further, as the 

pandemic ebbs and flows and its impact on society has become more understood, 

the public and private healthcare sectors have evolved such that there is a much-

reduced need for interventions such as ours. The Fund has played its part in helping 

to capacitate the national and provincial healthcare system and, we believe, it stands 

ready to tackle any future waves. We’ve reached a point where all organisations are 

realigning their response to COVID-19. It can be argued that we are entering a more 

‘endemic’ than ‘pandemic’ response period. 

  



• Within the Fund exists a wealth of learning and experience that must not be 

forgotten. And so, the business entity of the Fund will continue to exist in a state of 

dormancy, with the expectation that it can remobilise rapidly and effectively should 

another overwhelming national crisis happen again. This is to preserve the legacy of 

the Fund so that it can be built on in response to another calamity. The Fund has 

proven itself as an important vehicle to encourage co-operation and unity in times of 

crisis, and although its immediate role has been fulfilled, this purpose continues. 

 

• The Solidarity Fund ‘s COO Dr Nozipho Sangweni will provide more detail on the 

process of closure over the next few months followed by The Fund’s CEO, Tandi 

Nzimande, who will give a progress update. 

 

• Thank you.  

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

GLORIA SEROBE    • Sign-off (2 MINS) 

 

GLORIA ON SCREEN FOR THE SIGN-OFF 

 

 

• The Solidarity Fund was formally established and announced by President Cyril 

Ramaphosa on the 23rd of March, two years ago next week. In its relatively short 

existence, it has galvanised and united South Africans, giving them an outlet for their 

sense of hope and unity and allowing them to contribute to the greater battle. The 

Fund’s legacy goes beyond the funding that it has disbursed and the interventions it 

has supported.  

 

• It has also built and nurtured relationships amongst our partners. These partners will 

continue doing their work and, in some cases, we leave them with increased 

resources, infrastructure, skills and capacity. 

 

• As a country, we are better prepared than we were 2 years ago. As a society, we 

know our strengths and the power of solidarity in action. I would like to take this time 

to say thank you to you, for showing up and for your solidarity as we navigated these 

very challenging and individually heart-breaking two years. I would also like to 

express mine and the Board’s immense gratitude to President Ramaphosa, business 

and civil society at large for having had the foresight to establish a vehicle such as 

this one. It is our greatest belief that the unity, passion and commitment that we saw 

throughout our work with partners, government, business and communities will 

continue and South Africa will emerge from the pandemic a better, stronger country 

that works together for the common good.  

 

• Thank You 

 


